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Epiphany 2026

As I was preparing to leave the Diocese of Los
Angeles as Bishop Suffragan in November of 2021, I
realized I owned many creches as well as images of
the Madonna and Christ Child. I collected them
from all over the world: China, Hong Kong, Korea,
El Salvador, the Philippines, Vietnam, Mexico, our
Indigenous peoples, Honduras, Ireland, and
various countries in Africa. I gave most of them
away (there was no room in my home for all of
them). Of the few I kept, there is one depicting the
Holy Family and the Three Wise Women. Yes, you
read that correctly.

Here they are:

Marsella Jefferson, a Sweetgrass artist with a stall
in the Straw Market in Charleston, South Carolina
made this set. She has made many of them; one set
was given by a friend of mine to former Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry. My twin has a set, as well as
a few of my friends.

I love this set because of its beauty. I also love it
because it brings a different perspective on those
who may have visited our Lord at and after the time
of his birth. It invites me to think about what I
might have brought had I been among those who
visited the Holy Family at that time. A bottle of
wine? Food? Diapers? More, this scene opens me
up to think about and reflect on the fact that love
came down to walk about among us and love us.
The greatest gift we can give to this Christ Child is,
of course, ourselves, our willingness to follow him.

I invite you to reflect this Epiphany Season on what
you might have brought to the Christ Child at the
time of his birth, and what you can offer him now.

+ Bishop Diane

If you would like to see some of the other examples,
please click here.
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From Our President

Dear Sisters in Christ,

Wishing you a joyful and blessed New Year! As we
step into this new chapter, I find it meaningful to
reflect on the past year and set intentions for the
year ahead. Each year, I seek a guiding scripture
and a central word to inspire my spiritual journey.
This year, my chosen scripture is Romans 12:1-2:

"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, by

the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a

living sacrifice, holy and well-pleasing to God,
which is your act of worship. And do not be

conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, so that you may

discern what is the good, acceptable, and
perfect will of God."

This passage reminds us of the importance of
dedicating ourselves fully to God's service and
embracing transformation through spiritual
renewal. My personal focus for this year is the
theme of Grace. I aim to reflect on and practice
grace in my daily interactions and spiritual
disciplines. To deepen my understanding, I plan to
revisit Joan Chittister’s insightful book, Spirituality
for the 21st Century: The Rule of St. Benedict. I
highly recommend this book to anyone seeking to
enrich their spiritual life and explore Benedictine
principles of community, prayer, and service.

As we embark on this new year, I invite you to
consider your own goals and spiritual aspirations.

The Episcopal Community offers various
opportunities to nurture your faith, including
Morning Prayer, Healing Services, Compline, and
engaging in book studies. If you enjoy writing, we
are always eager to receive articles and recipes for
our monthly newsletter, providing a platform to
share your insights and talents.

Looking ahead, our community will focus on
strategic planning to shape the future of The
Episcopal Community. We sincerely thank those
who have volunteered for the planning committee.
Your participation is vital, and we welcome more
members to join us. If you feel called to contribute,
please contact Becky Taylor at bekatay@me.com.
Your involvement can help us grow and serve more
effectively.

Wishing you a year filled with grace, growth, and
spiritual fulfillment. Happy New Year!

With blessings,

Becky Taylor

The Episcopal Community
P.O. Box 242
Sewanee, TN 37375


https://theepiscopalcommunity.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Madonnas-slideshow.pdf

A Christinas Prayer

Oh Divine, we need your spirit to breathe into our
imaginations this Christmas.
For so many, justice seems far away.
For the world, peace seems improbable.
Hope seems a faint flicker.
And yet, we get glimpses -
Glimpses of kindness,
Glimpses of reconciliation,
Glimpses of swords being turned into plowshares.
Each glimpse whispers to us that your word of
grace is the final one.
Feed our souls your hope, Jesus who comes as a
child,
Because we need it this Christmas.
Amen.
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News about our Chaplain!
Condensed from Seminary of the Southwest website

The Board of Trustees of Seminary of the Southwest
(Southwest) is pleased to announce the
appointment of the Rt. Rev. Diane M. Jardine
Bruce as Interim Dean and President, effective
January 2, 2026. The Executive Committee of the
Board, following consultation with an advisory
group of seminary administrators and faculty, and
the concurrence of the Board, made the
appointment at a specially called meeting on
November 14th, at which it also selected the
Isaacson Miller search firm to assist with the search

for the 10th Dean and President.
Read more here:
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Calendar

All Meetings are on Zoom.
All times Central time.

» Sunday Compline at 6 PM

» Healing Circle Wednesdays at 1 PM

« Morning Prayer, Fridays 9 AM

« Saturday Compline 10 PM

« January 15 — Executive Comm 6 PM

« January 29 — Circle of Leadership 6 PM
« April 9 — Executive Comm 6 PM

« April 23 — Circle of Leadership 6 PM

Birthdays
Mary BB Vaughn

Compline

Jan 11 - Bishop Diane
Jan 25 - Barbara Willis

Jan 04 - Barbara Harris
Jan 18 - Lorna MacDonald

The office of Compline is the final office of the day. We
see this as a time to check in and be together for just a
little while. It is a joyful time, and we hope you will join
us! If you would like to lead compline, please contact
Cynthia Sand at cynthiasand53@gmail.com
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PayPal makes it easy!

When paying by check, please designate which fund
or annual dues in the memo line.

Recipe of the Month

Cabbage Roll Soup
Note: The soup freezes well.

Ingredients

1 tbsp olive oil

11b. lean ground beef or half
beef, half pork

1 medium onion diced

3 cloves garlic minced

1 medium green cabbage chopped (about 8 cups)
2 large carrots peeled and diced

1 green bell pepper, diced

1 28-0z can crushed tomatoes

1 15-0z can tomato sauce

6 cups beef broth

1/4 cup tomato paste

1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce

2 tbsp light brown sugar

1 tsp smoked paprika (or plain paprika)

1tsp dried oregano

1 tsp salt plus more to taste

1/2 tsp black pepper

3/4 cup uncooked long-grain white rice

Toppings:
Sour cream and fresh dill/parsley

Method

Heat olive oil in a large Dutch oven or heavy-
bottomed soup pot over medium-high heat. Add
ground beef and onion, cooking until beef is
browned and onion is softened (about 5 minutes).
Stir in garlic and cook 1 minute more.

Add chopped cabbage, carrots, and bell pepper to
the pot. Stir and cook for 3—4 minutes until
cabbage begins to wilt slightly. This helps it soak up
flavor later.

Stir in crushed tomatoes, tomato sauce, beef broth,
tomato paste, Worcestershire sauce, brown sugar,
paprika, oregano, salt, and pepper. Bring to a boil,
then reduce heat to medium-low. Cover and
simmer for 15 minutes.

Stir in uncooked rice. Cover and cook for another
18—20 minutes, or until the rice is tender and the
cabbage is soft but not mushy. Stir occasionally to
prevent sticking.

Taste and adjust seasoning if needed. For a flavor
pop, stir in a splash of lemon juice or vinegar just
before serving.

Top bowls with sour cream and fresh dill/parsley;
serve with crusty bread or dinner rolls.

Note: The soup freezes well. We divide into
portions and freeze
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https://ssw.edu/seminary-of-the-southwest-appoints-the-rt-rev-diane-m-jardine-bruce-as-interim-dean-and-president/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOlTS1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEez5iAFsZgQ6_SINHgWtZ-mqC8q9nTTKvN_Dm6mereqAIlo_oBAiwuRZrf5V4_aem_jKVuFaKR864y6oULP8EuKg
mailto:cynthiasand53@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=XW3FNEBJMVFWN
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