
  

  Christmas 2025 
  

"As women, during the buildup to Christmas, we often give of ourselves to 
everyone around us, and sometimes we forget to give ourselves the great gift of 
focusing on what really matters – our relationship with the One who came in the 
form of a baby to save us. We cook, we buy presents, we decorate – but we can 
forget the “reason for the season.”  
  
During Advent, I love to pull out my many books of prayers and scour through 
them for a prayer, hymn, or poem I want to bring with me to the manger at 
Christmas. I do this primarily to set a tone not only for Christmas Day but for 
Christmastide – and as a reminder, in the busyness of this time of year, of what 
is truly important. This year, I settled on this prayer: 
  
What shall we offer thee, O Christ, 
Who for our sakes hast appeared on earth as man? 
Every creature made by thee offers thee thanks. 
The angels offer thee a hymn; 
The heavens a star; 
The magi, gifts; 
The shepherds, their wonder; 
The earth, its cave; 
The wilderness, the manger; 
And we offer thee a Virgin Mother. 
O God from everlasting, have mercy upon us. 
 — Eastern Orthodox, from The Oxford Book of Prayer, Oxford University Press, 
1985, p. 191 
  
With this prayer, I am thinking about what I can offer to the Christ child. My 
work? My prayers? My heart? I will continue to ponder this and pray on it for 
the weeks to come. 
 
This time of year, I am also reminded that there are many among us who are 
alone or for whom this time of year is difficult because of past hurts, losses, or 
traumas. Searching the web, I found this offering used by many Episcopal 
clergy in their Blue Christmas services: 
  
God of Mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent season for ourselves and our 
families who live with painful experiences of loss. We ask for strength for today, 
courage for tomorrow, and peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of 
Christ, who entered the world at Christmas to share our life in sorrow and joy, 
death and new birth, despair and promise. Amen. 
  
Whether you are celebrating the birth of our Lord with loved ones around you or 
you are struggling to get through this season, may I humbly suggest repeating 
the Eastern Orthodox prayer above? Offer what you can of yourself to the Christ 
child. It may be committing to daily prayer at least through Christmastide, or it 
may be taking a hard look at past hurts and offering them up to that sweet baby 
Jesus.  
  
Whatever you do and however you move through this season, know this – you 
are not alone. Jesus, the one who came to walk among us and love us on that 
pivotal Christmas Day, loves us still and is walking with us – always. 
 
+The Rt. Rev Diane Jardine Bruce 

 

  

   
 


