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Advent Book Study 
PLEASE JOIN US!!! 

Our 2025 Advent book study is, 
“A Child is Born, A Beginner’s 
Guide to Nativity Stories”, by 
Amy-Jill Levine.  If you have 
read her works before, we know 
you will be excited to join us!!  
Chris has done several and so 
has Becky.  Ms. Levine has a 

totally different view on things which even the 
most learned person can find new ideas in to 
discuss and grow in faith.  

This year, because of Thanksgiving so late, we 
only have three weeks for our Advent Study.  
These dates are TUESDAYS December 2, 9 and 
16 at 7:00 pm Eastern 6:00 pm Central, 5:00 
pm Mountain, and 4:00 pm Pacific.  We have 
chosen not to do December 23.  We, however, 
are happy to continue in January to finish.  The 
book contains four chapters and an Epilogue; 
we will read one chapter a week. We hope you 
will all join us for an unforgettable Advent 
Study!  As always, if you have any questions, 
please contact Chris Butterworth at 
mailto:christina.s.butterworth@gmail.com or 
434/471-6110. 

 “Count on the inimitable Amy-Jill Levine to 
open our eyes to what’s really going on with the 
seemingly familiar Bible stories of Advent.”- 
James C. Howell.  “Amy-Jill Levine’s A Child is 
Born is a masterclass…” – Tamara K. 
Gieselman.  Amy-Jill Levine is a Rabbi and 
Distinguished Professor of New Testament and 
Jewish Studies at Hartford International 
University for Religion, among many other 
things.  She is the Author of 8 books and 
describes herself as an unorthodox member of 
an Orthodox synagogue and a Yankee Jewish 
feminist who, until 2021 taught New 
Testament in a Christian divinity school in the 
buckle of the Bible Belt. 

🕈🕈  

Strategic Planning Committee  
Help us build a vibrant future together! 

Are you passionate about the future of The 
Episcopal Community? Do you want to help 
shape our direction and have a voice in 
planning online events and gatherings?  

We are excited to announce the formation of a 
Strategic Planning Committee! This group will 
play a vital role in defining our future, setting 
priorities, and ensuring our mission is achieved 
through thoughtful planning and collaboration. 

What is Strategic Planning? Strategic 
planning is an ongoing process where 

organizations map out a vision for growth, 
create specific strategies, and evaluate results. 
It helps prioritize efforts, align members, and 
ensure our goals are backed by consensus. 

Tasks include: 

• Outlining goals, priorities, and strategies to 
meet our mission 

• Balancing aspirational and forward-looking 
ideas with specific, tangible actions 

• Evaluating success and tracking progress 
with key highlights and dashboards 
 

Benefits of Joining: 

• Develop Leadership Skills: Gain valuable 
experience in organizational planning and 
decision-making. 

• Expand Your Network: Connect with other 
passionate members from diverse 
backgrounds. 

• Make a Lasting Impact: Help shape the 
future direction of our community and 
ensure our mission thrives. 

• Personal Growth: Enhance your skills in 
collaboration, communication, and strategic 
thinking. 

• Recognition: Your contributions will be 
acknowledged and celebrated within the 
community. 

Interested in joining? 

If you would like to volunteer or learn more, 
contact Becky Taylor at bekatay@me.com. We 
welcome all voices and perspectives! 

🕈🕈  

Compline  
The office of Compline is the final office of the day.  
We see this as a time to check in and be together 
for just a little while. It is a joyful time and we 
hope you will join us!  If you would like to lead 
compline, please contact Cynthia Sand at 
cynthiasand53@gmail.com  

01 Nov - Kathleen Nyhuis   02 Nov - Bishop Diane 
08 Nov – Barbara Harris     09 Nov - Merry Keyser 
15 Nov – Kathleen Nyhuis   16 Nov - Carol Putnam & BB  
      Vaughn 
22 Nov – Barbara Harris     23-Nov - Kathleen Nyhuis 
24-Nov – Barbara Harris     29-Nov – Kathleen Nyhuis 
30-Nov - Lorna Mac Donald 

🕈🕈  
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🕈🕈  

Advent Word 2025 

Do you take photos? Write Poetry? Maybe you 
have wisdom based on this year’s Advent 
Word.  Each year, Forward Movement posts a 
daily word for Advent on Facebook and 
Instagram.  We are invited to share our 
responses to these words tagging them with 
#Adventword.  You can also tag #TEC so that 
members of our community can find your 
posts.   

 
🕈🕈  

Birthdays  
Mary Karen Roberts 

🕈🕈  

Event Calendar  
Meetings are on Zoom. All times Central time.  

2025 
• Sunday Compline 6:00 PM  
• Advent Book Study Tuesdays 6:00 PM 
• Healing Circle, Wednesdays 1:00PM 
• Morning Prayer, Fridays 9:00 AM  
• Zoom Social Wed, November 13, 4:00PM 

🕈🕈  

2026 Membership Dues and Payment 
Options 

It is time for our 2026 dues to be paid. Dues for 
the year are $60. Members can pay their dues 
using several convenient options: online 
through PayPal, by mailing a check, or by 
applying for a scholarship. 
We are pleased to offer a dues-free 
membership for retired clergy. If you wish to 
discuss a personal scholarship in confidence, 
please reach out to Merry Keyser at 
mjkeyser45@gmail.com,  or call (865) 607-
2908. 
 When paying by check, please designate which fund or 
annual dues in the memo line.  

The Episcopal Community  
P.O. Box 242  

Sewanee, TN 37375. 

🕈🕈  

Recipe of the Month  
 
Recipe courtesy of 
NYT Cooking 
Prep Time: 5 min 
Cook Time: 30 min 
Serves: 6 to 8  
 

 

Ingredients 
2 8-ounce bags red pearl onions 
2 8-ounce bags white pearl onions 
2½ ounces (2 strips) thick-cut bacon, diced (½ 
cup) 
2 tablespoons butter 
2 shallots, minced 
1 garlic clove, minced 
1½ pints heavy cream 
½ teaspoon salt 
1 cup fresh breadcrumbs 
2 tablespoons chopped parsley   

Directions 
If red and white onions are about the same 
size, bring a large pot of water to boil over high 
heat. Add onions and blanch until the skin 
loosens slightly, about 5 minutes. Drain. (If 
white onions are considerably larger, blanch 
onions separately, increasing time on white 
onions by a couple of minutes.) Let onions sit 
until cool enough to handle, then trim and peel. 
Set aside. (Onions can be blanched, peeled and 
trimmed ahead of time. Place in 2-quart 
zipper-lock bag and refrigerate until ready to 
use.) 

Sauté bacon in a Dutch oven over medium heat 
until crisp, about 5 minutes. Transfer to paper-
towel-lined plate and set aside. Pour off bacon 
fat. Melt butter in Dutch oven over low heat 
until foaming, add shallots and garlic and cook 
until translucent but not browned, stirring 
frequently, about 3 minutes. Add heavy cream 
and salt. Simmer, stirring often, until cream is 
thick and golden and has reduced by half, 15 to 
20 minutes. Stir onions into cream to heat 
through. 

Heat broiler. Turn onions and cream into a 
shallow 1 1/2 -quart casserole dish. Top with 
bacon, breadcrumbs and parsley. Place under 
broiler and cook until crumbs are browned and 
dish is bubbling, about 10 minutes. 

🕈🕈  

Do you need a snail mail copy of Discerning 
Hearts? Contact Barbara Harris at 
communication@theepiscopalcommunity.org  

🕈🕈  
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